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Dear Students and Parents:  

All students who are enrolled in Advanced English classes in grades 6-12 are required to read at least two books during the summer. 
Below are the assignments for Advanced Placement/Dual Enrollment English 12.  

As a student in this course, you are expected to read texts suited to the college reader. The summer reading selections are texts that 
require you to be both a critical and mature reader. As a matter of academic integrity, students are expected to generate their own 
reflections and ideas; use of Sparknotes and/or other study aids is strictly prohibited. All work is expected to be independent and 
original work. Assignments that reflect borrowed content from Sparknotes and/or other study aids will be subject to the CSHS 
plagiarism policy; this may include receiving a “0” on the assignment.  
 
Students who enroll in Advanced Placement/Dual Enrollment English 12 after summer reading assessment and instruction have 
occurred are still required to complete the assignments, and these assignments must be completed no later than the end of the first 
nine weeks. Students who initiate a schedule change over the summer will still be required to complete the original assignments.  
 
Once you have read this assignment, please complete the electronic form on the back and submit NO LATER THAN MAY 14. Thanks! 
 
Please read the following in its entirety. 
 

1. REQUIRED READING  

All students enrolled in AP/Dual Enrollment English 12 must read Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston and 
complete both the Socratic seminar questions and the “Blurb Writing” assignment, which are both due the first day of class. No late 
work will be accepted; a zero will be recorded in the gradebook for any assignment not turned in on its due date. We will hold 
discussion within the first week of school and students will be required to complete additional graded activities, including an in-class 
timed essay. The book is widely available in public libraries and there are copies available for checkout from Ms. Mills in room 117, 
now through May 24, from 7:45am—3:00pm. 

Assignment Breakdowns for Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Part I: Socratic Seminar Questions (23 points). Respond to the following Socratic seminar questions in a Google or Word doc; while 
there is no sentence requirement, note that these questions will aid you in our Socratic seminar discussion AND should be 
thoughtfully answered: 

Characterization: 
• Describe primary characters in the novel. What roles and stereotypes do the play in the development of plot? In what ways 

do they contribute to Janie’s journey and growth? 
• Describe Janie. In what ways does she fit the traditional mold of a heroine? In what ways is she atypical of a protagonist?  

How does she change from the beginning of the novel to the end? 
Structure & POV: 

• Describe the narrative structure of the novel. How is it effective? Why does Hurston choose this form? How does the use of 
flashbacks help us gain a more complete understanding of Janie? What is the cultural significance of selecting this choice of 
narrative structure? 

• Through what point of view (person) is the story told? Examine the shifts in narration. Are they effective? Why isn’t the 
whole story told in Janie’s voice? 

Character Voice: 
• What is voice? Describe the development of Janie’s voice – how do her first husbands contribute to her voice? How does 

setting influence the development of her voice?    
• Examine the instances of purposeful silence. When is Janie silent, and what are we supposed to make of her silence? 
• How does Janie’s voice differ from the novel’s male voices/speech? What does this say about Hurston’s perception of the 

differences between men and women? 
• Does Janie complete her journey to self-discovery and find her voice by the end of the novel? How is this influenced by the 

techniques of character, narration, and manipulation of voice? 
Symbolism: 
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• What is the significance of the opening lines? What do the ship and horizon represent? How does dreaming and 
remembering differ for men and for women? 

• Consider references to the horizon throughout the novel. How does Janie’s perception change? 
• The last sentences of the novel bring a gesture of closure. How do the lines tie in with the opening lines of the novel? 
• How is the pear tree connected to commencement of Janie’s conscious life? 
• What are the implications of the description of the pear tree (sexual)? 
• What role does the pear tree play throughout the novel? How does it change? Does Janie’s search for the tree ever waiver? 
• How do images of the pear tree throughout the novel compare to the opening paragraphs of the novel? 
• How is Teacake the fulfillment of the pear tree (see description in chapter 11)? 
• Comment (your thoughts/what the importance is) on mule imagery/symbolism: Nanny’s reference to black woman being 

the mule of the world, porch sitters are referred to as mules, Janie’s speech of appreciation for Jody buying the mule—what 
evidence is there that this event will bring about a change in Janie, and Janie been treated like a mule/livestock in the first 
portion of the novel. 

Title: 
• What is the significance of the title? Why would Hurston have chosen it? 
• What kind of God does Hurston depict? 
• How does the title tie into symbols of the horizon and the pear tree? 

Setting/Anthropology: 
• What is anthropology? How would an anthropologist approach analysis of novel? What would he/she highlight as 

important?   
• What distinguishes the world of Nanny/Killicks/Starks and Jody/ Muck?   
• What role does Janie’s movement away from her first world to her second world play in her journey? What is the 

anthropological message in that? 
 

Part II: Blurb Writing Assignment (12 points total). After reading Their Eyes, create two excellent paragraphs. Each paragraph will 
make a CLAIM about some aspect of the novel and then support the claim with TEXTUAL EVIDENCE and ANALYTICAL COMMENTARY. 
Be sure to assign colors to and highlight your claim, textual evidence, and commentary. Here is an example of a blurb writing for 
David Sedaris’s essay “Me Talk Pretty One Day,” which we will study during the first semester: 

Sedaris learns that, while unorthodox, his professor’s methods of abuse and belittlement do lead to his understanding of 
the French language. Sedaris remembers, “It was mid-October when the teacher singled me out, saying, ‘Every day spent 
with you is like having a cesarean section.’ And it struck me that, for the first time since arriving in France, I could 
understand every word [...].” Sedaris observes that, “understanding [...] is a small step [...], yet its rewards are 
intoxicating.” He “[bathes] in the subtle beauty” of each insult she hurls his way. Although abusive, the professors' 
methods have led to an understanding on Sedaris’ part; and while one may feel he should react with more offense, 
Sedaris clearly is more overjoyed with finally understanding the once allusive language. Before he mentions feeling “fear 
and discomfort,” but now his world has “opened up.” 
 

Claim 
Evidence 
Commentary 
 
Part III: In-class timed essay (50 points). Once the Socratic seminar has taken place, students will write an in-class timed essay on 
Their Eyes Were Watching God.  
 

2. CHOICE NOVEL 

All students enrolled in AP/Dual English 12 must read one additional selection from the list provided below and complete the “Say 
Mean Matter” assignment. This assignment will be due the second week of class. No late work will be accepted; a zero will be 
recorded in the gradebook for any assignment not turned in on its due date. Students will also be required to write an in-class 
timed essay on their choice novel. All of the following novels are widely available in public libraries. Some are available for checkout 
from Ms. Mills in room 117, now through May 25, from 7:45am—3:00pm. Those titles are marked with an *. Please choose your one 
choice novel from the list below: 

 The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 



 Any Charles Dickens novel except A Christmas Carol 
 Any novel by Jane Austen* (Ms. Mills has Pride and Prejudice available for checkout) 
 Any novel by a Bronte Sister (Jane, Emily, or Charlotte) except Wuthering Heights 

Any novel by William Faulkner 
Any novel by Ayn Rand* except Anthem (Ms. Mills has The Fountainhead available for checkout) 

  
Assignment Breakdowns for Choice Novel: 

Part I: Say-Mean-Matter Chart (45 points). The Say, Mean, Matter chart will let you practice making the jump from what the writer 
has written to significance.  In thoughtfully connecting technique and meaning, you are making the move to better reading, writing, 
and thinking.  Choose six important quotations (three must be from the second half of the novel) and complete the chart below for 
each quotation. Be sure to set up your chart as I have done with the example below; formatting points will be deducted for 
incorrect format.  

1. What does the quotation say? Find a significant quotation from the novel; you should choose a passage/quotation when 
you: 
a.     Read details that seem important to you 
b. Learn something significant about a character 
c. Recognize a pattern (overlapping images, repetitions of ideas or details) 
d. Agree or disagree with something a character says or does 
e. Find an interesting or potentially significant quotation 
f. Notice something important or relevant about the writer’s style 
g. Notice effective use of literary devices 

***be sure to include chapter, page number, and speaker 

2. What does the quotation mean? In the Mean column or section, paraphrase the quotation so that it is clear that you 
understand what it means in the context of the story.  You should also indicate any literary devices used in the quotation. 
This could be considered the literal interpretation. 

3. Why does the quotation matter? In the Matter column or section, comment on why the quotation is important or 
significant to the reader’s understanding of the central idea(s) of the story. Explain how the excerpt advances the author’s 
complex understanding of the character(s) and plot development. As you analyze, you should be reading and writing for 
deeper meaning. If you feel like you are summarizing, stop. The “Matter” section should be the 50-75 words minimum and 
demonstrate your ability to link technique and meaning of the issue on a universal level. 
 

Student Example of a Say/Mean/Matter chart for F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby 

SAY MEAN MATTER 

Quotation One 

“‘Whenever you feel like 
criticizing anyone,’ he told 
me, ‘just remember that all 
the people in this world 
haven’t had the advantages 
that you’ve had’”  

Chapter 5, page 212, Nick’s 
father speaking to Nick 

In Nick’s youth, his father 
told him to never judge 
anyone harshly because 
there are many people in 
the word who have not 
been raised with the same 
education, opportunities, 
or love that Nick received. 
Therefore, they may not 
have the ability to make 
sound decisions. 

(Characterization)  

Fitzgerald chooses to begin his novel with this advice, 
showing that Nick, his first person narrator, will try to 
remain as objective and unbiased as possible as he 
relates the story of his neighbor, the wealthy Jay Gatsby. 
Fitzgerald’s repetition of the second person “you” 
emphasizes that this advice is meant for the reader as 
well as Nick. The advice is also significant because the 
reader must feel secure that the narrator is “telling it like 
it is” to the best of his ability. These words lend 
credibility to the story. However, the quotation also 
implies that there will be a struggle between honesty and 
deception in the story. Probably, all of the characters do 
not seek the truth or are as grounded in reality as Nick. 
Since the novel takes place in the extravagant era of the 
Roaring Twenties, it’s likely that some characters will be 
so greedy that they will resort to dishonesty. 

 

Part II: In-class timed essay (50 points). Once the Socratic seminar has taken place, students will write an in-class timed essay on 
their choice novel.  



If you have questions about the assignment, please email Mrs. Shawn at chrystal.shawn@gmail.com. 

 

Please complete the Microsoft Form linked below BY MAY 14 to indicate your acceptance and approval of the above 
assignments and expectations:

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAN__jShrudUNlE2MjhLSzlZSjQwV
1M1Vk83RkRZRktHSC4u 
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